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Homework Policy

Homework is an essential element in the learning process. Parents are asked to co-operate fully in
ensuring that their children maintain a consistently high standard of homework.

Aims of Homework Policy

Homework is an extension of schoolwork which is completed after school hours. It has several
educational purposes:

e It reinforces work done in class.

e It allows students to test their powers of recall and learning.
e It prepares students for work to be done in the future.

e |t develops and promotes independent study.

For homework to be effective and help students progress in their studies they need to be able to
complete it. In order for this to happen, it must be matched to their ability.

Detailed advice and guidance regarding homework and study is included in all student journals
under ‘Study’.

Guidelines (Parents/Students)

Homework can take a variety of forms including:
o Written assignments
e Learning assignments
e Revision work
o Collecting information for projects
e Listening to audio files or CD’s
e Watching education documentaries or television programmes

e Preparing for debates, role-plays etc

A student is never able to say, “I have no homework”. They must revisit the work covered in class
and make it their own.

In order to assist students in organising homework tasks and differentiating between study and
written homework requirements, a module on “Study Skills” as part of the S.P.H.E programme is
delivered to 1°%/2" year students. In 3™ year, an afternoon is set aside for the delivery of a special
programme to assist students in good organisational methods and appropriate study skills
techniques.

Effective homework has positive and beneficial effects in reinforcing and facilitating learning,
stimulating thinking, encouraging active independent learning, as well as developing and fostering a



closer relationship between learning in school and at home. Parents can support the school
regarding homework assignments by assisting and signing, with their daughter, the Laurel Hill
Secondary School FCJ Parent/Student Homework Partnership (attached below) at the beginning of
each academic year.

As students vary in ability levels and in speed of completion of work, it would be impossible to
precisely indicate the amount of time that should be spent by each individual student in the
completion of homework and revision on a daily basis. However, we do suggest the following
timetable as a general guideline for what might be appropriate at different levels as students move
up through the school:

Year Group Hours per day on homework and revision:

1%t year 1to 2 hours
2" year 1.5 to 2 hours
3 year 2 to 3 hours

4t year will vary depending on amount of project work.
5t year 3 hours

6" year 3+ hours

Teachers will write the homework on the board in the last 10 minutes of class to ensure students
understand what is expected of them. All homework, written assignments and learning assignments
are to be recorded in the student’s Journal. Homework and assignments will be posted on Teams as
appropriate. The Journal is signed on a weekly basis by the parent/guardian of students from 1 year
through to 3™ Year. With good habits established it is hoped that students in Senior Cycle can take
full responsibility themselves for their Journal. Journals are regularly monitored and signed by the
Tutor and are available to all teachers should they wish to communicate with parents.

Sanctions and Supports

The regularity of completing homework is a benchmark of a student’s motivation and is to be used
as a means of monitoring progress. Teachers will inform parents either by telephone or a note in the
student’s homework journal of ongoing difficulties a student may be having with homework.
Teachers will discuss with students (written and/or oral feedback), difficulties regarding homework
and address these. Where a student has not completed homework, it will be at the discretion of the
teacher to give a note in the journal; a note may also be given for incomplete oral work. A sanction is
to be given where homework is not done or not handed in or is of poor quality. Class Tutors and Year
Heads will also monitor the student’s level of consistency in homework.

Rewards

A homework pass will be issued to all students once in each calendar month as part of the wellbeing
programme.



Laurel Hill Secondary School FCJ

Parent/Student Homework Partnership

The focus of this homework partnership contract is to help support the students of Laurel Hill
Secondary School FCJ and to show you, as a parent/guardian, the vital role you play in your
daughters’ educational success.

The following is a checklist that we feel will help and support you as a parent/guardian to play an
active role in your daughters’ education.

You may or may not currently engage with all of the points mentioned below, however, we are
encouraging all parents/guardians to focus on the following moving forward.

For Student:

e | have a study space and scheduled timetable for when | am completing homework or
studying at home.

e | will do written/learning homework each day.

e | will revise the material covered in class after completing written homework each day.

e | will get my school journal signed by my parent/guardian each week.

e | am prepared for school the following day. | have the correct books and materials (pens,
calculator etc.).

e | will leave my phone aside when completing my homework.

e | will complete my homework over the weekend. | will have a timetable in place to complete
my homework/study over the weekend.

e If absent from school for any reason, extracurricular or otherwise, | will contact another
student in the class to find out what material | have missed. | will ensure this material is
caught up prior to the next class.

e Student Devices should be fully charged each night in preparation for school the following
day.

For Parent and Guardian:

e Ensure your daughter studies in 25-minute intervals with 5-minute breaks.

e Encourage your daughter to catch up on missed work if absent from class due to ilness.

e Ensure your daughter completes homework and missed work if absent from class due to
extracurricular and co-curricular activities.

e Please take the time to discuss all the items above with your daughter and sign below.

Student Signature:

Parent/ Guardian Signature:
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