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SEVEN LEAVING CERTIFICATE SUBJECTS

➢ FOUR CORE SUBJECTS
+

➢ THREE OPTION SUBJECTS
(+)

➢ LCVP



CORE SUBJECTS

• Irish      Higher  Ordinary  Foundation

• English     Higher  Ordinary  

• Mathematics   Higher  Ordinary  Foundation

• French/Spanish  Higher  Ordinary

• Physical Education (non-examined)

• Religious Education (non-examined)

• Career Guidance  



Option  Subjects

HUMANITIES SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY BUSINESS

HISTORY AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE DESIGN COMMUNICATIONS 
AND GRAPHICS

ACCOUNTING

POLITICS & SOCIETY BIOLOGY BUSINESS

GEOGRAPHY CHEMISTRY ECONOMICS

ART PHYSICAL EDUCATION

MUSIC PHYSICS

HOME ECONOMICS



College Requirements?

Course Requirements?

Career Requirements?

Factors to consider:



Anon-linear Common Points Scale was introduced to minimise the need 
for random selection (as a result of the reduction in grade bands).



Grade % Points Grade % Points

H1 (90-

100)

100

H2 (80<90) 88

H3 (70<80) 77

H4 (60<70) 66

H5 (50<60) 56 O1 (90-

100)

56

H6 (40<60) 46 O2 (80<90) 46

H7 (30<40) 37 O3 (70<80) 37

H8 (0<30) 0 O4 (60<70) 28

O5 (50<60) 20

O6 (40<50) 12

O7 (30<40) 0

O8 (o<30) 0

LCVP Points

Distinction 66

Merit  46

Pass  28

25 
Bonus 
Points 
Higher
Maths



WHAT DOES MATRICULATION MEAN? 

• MATRICULATION REFERS TO THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTRY 

TO UNIVERSITY.

• YOU MUST MEET THE MINIMUM STANDARDS BEFORE YOU CAN BE 

CONSIDERED. 

• IT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH POINTS 

Matriculation (College minimum requirements)



General Entry requirements
• Level 8 Hons Degree require a minimum of 2 H5’s & 4 O6’s or 2 

H5’s & 4 H’7’s

• Third Level Colleges have Minimum Entry Requirements for all 

courses

• NUI Colleges – English + Irish + Maths + Language + 2 other 

subjects

• UL & Trinity – Maths + English  + Language + 3 other subjects

• For Higher Level Certificate (level6) or ordinary degree (level 7) -  

(Generally) 5 O6/H7 grades English + Maths + 4 other subjects

• Note : Trinity has requirement of 3 H5 and 3 O6/H7 grades



Course Requirements

Higher Level H4 Maths for many Engineering / Computer Science 

Degrees

Higher Level H4 for Language Courses

Higher Level H4 Gaeilge for B. Ed  in  Mary Immaculate College of 

Education

Courses in Science, Medicine (Physiotherapy, Dentistry, Veterinary, 

Pharmacy, etc), Nursing require 1 or 2 sciences

Higher Level Chemistry is required for Veterinary, Pharmacy, Dentistry, 

Dietetics and some Medicine courses



Note

• If Exempt from Irish or foreign language for Leaving Cert – you 

do not need to meet this requirement

• Engineering – requires a science or engineering subject

NOTE :

•UL & MIC  do not require a foreign language but you must have 

English, Maths & Irish or a 3rd language.



Why 7 Exam Subjects?

• The CAO (Central Application Office) awards points based on the best 6 

subjects.

However - 

• The 7th subject can be a safety net.

• The school timetable is structured around all students studying 7 subjects.

• LCVP can be chosen as an additional 8th subject



LCVP – an 8th Option
THIS IS AN EXTRA SUBJECT NOT INCLUDED IN THE OPTION SUBJECTS.

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF THE LCVP IS TO PREPARE YOUNG PEOPLE FOR ADULT LIFE BY 
ENSURING THAT THEY ARE EDUCATED IN THE BROADEST SENSE, WITH AN ABILITY TO COPE 
AND THRIVE IN AN ENVIRONMENT OF RAPID CHANGE. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROGRAMME ARE ENCOURAGED TO DEVELOP SKILLS AND 
COMPETENCIES FUNDAMENTAL TO BOTH ACADEMIC AND VOCATIONAL SUCCESS

TWO ADDITIONAL LINK MODULES

• PREPARATION FOR THE WORLD OF WORK

• ENTERPRISE EDUCATION



LCVP
60% - COURSEWORK ELEMENT

40% WRITTEN EXAM IN MAY OF 6TH 

YEAR

DISTINCTION = 66 CAO POINTS

MERIT = 46 CAO POINTS

PASS = 28 CAO POINTS



• Universities Ireland and abroad

• Technological Universities (formerly LIT’s)

• Colleges of Further Education (PLC)

• Apprenticeships (ETC) old and new

• Traineeships (ETB)

• Repeat

• Employment / GAP Year

Options after Second Level



Factors to Consider
 The following factors are helpful in choosing the right options:

 Careersportal.ie – students can identify their interests.

 Junior Cycle results, School reports – guide to the student’s 

attainment in individual subjects.

 Career Guidance Councellor

 Advice from teachers, siblings and 5th & 6th Year students

 Hobbies and outside interests plus the student’s personality are 

important pointers.



CHAIR
C …….CAPABLE

H……..HAPPY

A……..APTITUDE

I………INTERESTED

R……...REALISTIC



QUALIFAX.IE

NCCA.IE

CAREERSPORTAL.IE 



THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS OF SUBJECT CHOICE

1. “That’s just a subject for girls/boys”

2. “None of my friends are doing that subject”

3. “I don’t/do want to do that subject because I’ll have Mr/Ms .........”

4. “I’ll do that subject because it’s easy”

5. “Even though I dislike it, I’ll do that subject because I’ll need it to get into a particular 

course in College”

6. “You get easy points in that subject”

7. “I didn’t look for advice before I chose the subject”



THANK YOU


	Slide 1: Leaving Certificate Subjects:  Core and Options Evening 11th March 2024
	Slide 2: SEVEN LEAVING CERTIFICATE SUBJECTS
	Slide 3: CORE SUBJECTS
	Slide 4: Option  Subjects
	Slide 5: College Requirements?  Course Requirements?  Career Requirements?
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8:  Matriculation (College minimum requirements)
	Slide 9: General Entry requirements
	Slide 10: Higher Level H4 Maths for many Engineering / Computer Science Degrees  Higher Level H4 for Language Courses  Higher Level H4 Gaeilge for B. Ed  in  Mary Immaculate College of Education  Courses in Science, Medicine (Physiotherapy, Dentistry, Vet
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS OF SUBJECT CHOICE
	Slide 20: THANK YOU

